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90 YEARS OF SERVICE
Ann Arbor Downtown Kiwanis Turns 90: A Celebration!

megan’s favorite:

DESTINATION: the bahamas
BEACH ACTIVITY: laying out with a book
ICE CREAM: moose tracks

by Megan Pratt

At the Ann Arbor Downtown Kiwanis 90th Anniversary 
Celebration on June 13, we joined them in celebrating 90 
years of community service and camaraderie. Set at the 
Barton Hills Country Club in Ann Arbor, it was definitely an 
evening to remember. The food was delicious and the venue 
was beautiful. During the program, past club presidents as well 
as the Michigan District of Kiwanis Governor William Gohier 
shared words on topics ranging from the Eliminate Project to 
the emphasis Kiwanis puts on youth to the camaraderie one 
finds within the club. The amount of work that the club put into 
this event was evident and really made it something special.

Being that Ann Arbor Downtown is our sponsoring Kiwanis 
club, being there to celebrate their successes over the years 
was so exciting. Over the past 90 years, the amount of good 
they have done for the community is immeasurable. They 
have chartered numerous clubs, volunteered in ways such as 
helping out with swimming lessons at the Ann Arbor YMCA, as 
well as provided grants to various social agencies and 
charities, among hundreds of other good deeds to the 
community. They have also done an excellent job with the 
Kiwanis Thrift Sale. The sale has evolved from modest 
beginnings and become a huge success. Each Saturday from 
9am-noon, people come from all over the Ann Arbor area 
come to the Kiwanis Activities Center to browse the huge sale 
and purchase great items. The Thrift Sale brings in thousands of 
dollars each week and these proceeds are all donated to 
social agencies in Ann Arbor and Washtenaw County. Their 
passion for service and serving the children of the world is part 
of everything they do as a club. This is also evident through 
how much they have done for our club through sponsoring us 
and attending our events and weekly club meetings. As well 
as being charitable, Ann Arbor Downtown is a fun club too, 
always cracking jokes at their meetings and teasing one 
another, and this celebration was no different. For me 
personally, being invited to attend this event was a huge 
honor and I had a great time. I enjoy any time I get to spend 
with Ann Arbor Downtown Kiwanians because they are such a 
great club and some of the best people to be around. I 
cannot even imagine the great successes they will have to 
celebrate as a club in 10 years for their 100th anniversary 
celebration. 
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WANTED: VOLUNTEERS
Come Check Out Some of Our Summer Projects!

AGRARIAN ADVENTURE 
GARDEN WORKDAY

WEDNESDAYS 
5:15PM-7:15PM

Come out for a pleas-
ant evening of garden-
ing with Agrarian Ad-

venture at Tappan 
Middle School. We will 
be watering, weeding, 
and possibly harvesting 

vegetables. No 
gardening experience 
necessary! Questions? 

Comments? Email 
Martha at 

jomartha@umich.edu

BUHR PARK FRIEND OF 
THE FIELD

EVERY OTHER SUNDAY
1:15PM-3:00PM

Spend some time out-
side and help Ann 

Arbor take care of one 
of its many parks! We'll 
be helping maintain a 
ball field--picking up 
trash, weeding, and 

hand-raking to remove 
rocks from the infield. 
There will also be free 
T-shirts :) Questions? 
Comments? Email 

Martha at 
jomartha@umich.edu

MAC THERAPEUTIC 
RIDING

SATURDAYS
8:00AM-12:30PM

The Michigan Abilities 
Center offers horse 
riding lessons to kids 
and adults who are 

recovering from injury or 
who suffer from chronic 
physical or emotional 
disabilities, since horse 

riding has shown to 
strengthen essential 

muscle groups as well 
as provide a unique 
bond between horse 
and rider. During this 

project, we will assist in 
the lessons (leading the 

horse, spotting the 
riders) and help the staff 
with work that needs to 

be done around the 
lesson times. Everything 
is outdoors, so dress in 

warm clothes that 
you're willing to get a 

little dirty with sneakers 
or work-boots. Ques-
tions? Comments? 
Email Melinda at 

meldew@umich.edu 

MEALS ON WHEELS
SATURDAYS

10:15AM - 12:15PM

Meals on Wheels is a 
nonprofit organization 

with the mission of 
ending senior hunger. 

We will be driving 
around Ann Arbor 
delivering meals to 

people who cannot 
obtain meals on their 

own. This is a great 
way to explore the city 

and converse with 
some amazing people! 

Email Natalia at 
migasnat@umich.edu

BINGO AT 
GILBERT RESIDENCE

WEDNESDAYS
6:00PM - 8:00PM

BINGO! Join us as this 
classic game is timeless 

and fun for all ages-- 
the young and the 

young at heart alike. 
The Gilbert Residence is 

a nursing home and 
assisted living service for 
senior citizens. If you just 
can't get enough Bingo 
in one night, come play 

every Wednesday. 
Email Natalia at 

migasnat@umich.edu

Looking for other cool projects? 
Have a lot of free time? Want to 
make new friends? If you 
answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, check out our online 
calendar at umcirclek.org today!
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COMMITTEE NEWS
Meet the Newest Additions to the Committee System!

melanie’s favorite:

DESTINATION: grandparents’ cottage 
BEACH ACTIVITY: boating
ICE CREAM: vanilla

karen’s favorite:

DESTINATION: montery bay in ca
WATER SPORT: jet skiing

ICE CREAM: turtle
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by Karen Hawley
              It is an honor to be part of the Leadership Team for the largest international organization nationwide, and anyone who gets the 
opportunity to be a committee chair or a member of the executive board for Circle K should jump at the chance!  As a chair, you 
become much more involved in the club and have many more responsibilities and duties entrusted to you.  As funds chair, I am already 
looking ahead to our Circle K’s largest event of the year: Circle K Service Day (CKSD), a day devoted to helping others and making a 
difference for 24 hours on November 12 through 13.
 As the title of my position suggests, I am in the process of looking for ways to fundraise for this event.  One way I do this is by 
contacting businesses in the hopes that they will want to help sponsor this day for us; it would be extremely difficult and expensive to pull 
off CKSD without the help of contributing businesses, such as STA Travel and Fifth Third Bank.  In addition to businesses supporting our 
cause, it is important to host fundraisers and go bucketing throughout the 24 hours of service so that we continue to support other 
organizations, as well as to help raise money for various events that happen throughout the year, such as Alternative Spring Break and 
Dance Marathon.  Last year, we also had a puppy chow fundraiser, raffle, and can and bottle drive with proceeds all benefiting the 
Children’s Leukemia Foundation of Michigan.  I hope to continue the raffle and can and bottle drive this year, along with the annual LT 
pie-ing fundraiser—a successful way to raise money and have fun doing it!
 In addition to CKSD, the funds committee has constant opportunities to raise money for organizations by regularly hosting 
restaurant nights and bake sales every few weeks throughout the school year.  I hope to 
increase the number of organizations that we contribute to, expanding out to some 
such as the Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation in the fall and Toys for Tots in the winter.  
This, to me, is the cool thing about being on the funds committee: for each event that 
we host and raise money from, there is an opportunity to benefit many different 
organizations that could use our support.  The fundraising committee is one of the most 
flexible committees, with a lot of room to expand; there’s never a limit when it comes to 
supporting non-profit organizations or local charities!

by Melanie Browne

what does your committee do? 
Educate our club about CKI, educate 
our club about our service partners 
(March of Dimes, Better World Books, 
Students Team Up to Fight Hunger, 
and UNICEF), set up service projects 
and fundraisers dealing with our 
service partners, serve as a liaison 
between our club and CKI.

what your committee is looking 
forward to doing this year?
Working more with March of Dimes on 
campus, educating our club about 
CKI, and of course committee 
bonding and committee dating!

what is the experience of starting a 
new committee like?
It's kind of scary at first without previ-
ous chairs to look towards for 
examples, but it is also exciting to not 
have to follow a set agenda. I want to 
focus more on our service partners, 
especially March of Dimes and 
UNICEF. I also want to make sure that 
my committee members feel involved 
in deciding what we want to do for 
the first year.

chris’s favorite:

DESTINATION: villefrance-sur-mer 
BEACH ACTIVITY: sunbathing, tubing
ICE CREAM: play-doh

by Chris Cannon

LEAD will focus on making 
better service experiences for 
those that volunteer with 
Circle K at the University of 
Michigan. My committee will 
hone in on three aspects that 
are often overlooked or set 
aside in the process of doing 
service: reflection, leadership, and social justice. One of the most 
important learning experiences is not the act of service itself, but 
reflecting on the past projects and growing from them. With the 
leadership aspect, we hope to plan and carry out LeadCon this year at 
an even greater caliber and on a day-to-day basis, pushing each other 
to take on new and challenging responsibilities within the realm of 
volunteerism. And with social justice, LEAD will plan monthly workshops 
geared toward different social justice issues. The purpose of this is to 
create conscientiousness of a wide range of social groups with which 
we will interact and communities with which we work.
On a general level, we look forward to increasing the qualitative aspect 
of our service. Circle K at the University of Michigan has been known for 
pushing the limits on the number of service hours, but we feel it is 
necessary to make sure that the hours of service are actually 
meaningful. More specifically, I look forward to how reflection through 
large-scale events, after projects, and through a new feedback form 
that LEAD is currently developing will enhance the work that Circle K is 
doing!  I also hope that the monthly workshops will make us think about 
the language we use, how we interact with people of different social 
identities and backgrounds, and how our actions affect our service. In 
addition, LEAD aims to have a speaker at one meeting each month to 
bring service into a new and fresh light.
All of this seems like a great deal to accomplish, but I have a strong 
feeling about the work that LEAD will do not only this year with my 
committee but also with future LEAD committees for years to come. I 
have only have one member on my committee so far, Shana’e Clark, 
but after talking with her about our goals for the next year and what we 
would like to see changed, I have a good feeling about it! A brand new 
committee to me means a blank easel with endless possibilities. I am 
optimistic, and who knows, maybe other Circle K’s will 
implement similar ideals! 

SHE SELLS SEA SHELLS: What’s going on with Fundraising?
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by Chelsea Landry

I have attended ESL tutoring at Washtenaw 
Community College several times so far this 
summer, and every time I go I enjoy the project 
more and more. Unfortunately, I haven't had 
enough time during the school year to go to the 
project, so I am thankful that during the summer 
I've been able to attend more regularly. I usually 
speak with the same group of participants, so 
what begins as a generic discussion about 
something like the weather, will gradually evolve 
into an in-depth discussion about family or 
politics over the course of a few weeks. 

My first time volunteering I spoke with an older 
couple from Pakistan, who were very curious 
about life in America and eager to learn about 
the differences between the two countries. I was 
impressed that their English was nearly perfect, 
they had only been living in the US a few months, 
but spoke at length about their desire to adapt 
smoothly to their lives here. It turns out that they 
have a daughter the same age as my older 
sister, they shared many touching stories about 
her. I could easily tell just how much they missed 
her, as she still lived in Pakistan. Eventually, they 
told me, they would like to earn enough money 
to afford for her to live with them here. 

The main reason I enjoy ESL tutoring so much is 
that it affords you the opportunity to truly get to 
know other people. I doubt I would have any 
other interaction with this couple if it weren't for 
the tutoring sessions, which is meaningful 
because I truly found similarities between our 
seemingly very different lives. ESL tutoring is 
definitely a lot of fun, and is an effortless way to 
make genuine connections with others. 

chelsea’s favorite:

DESTINATION: mackinac island
BEACH ACTIVITY: finding sea shells
ICE CREAM: ben & jerry's cherry garcia

below: Katy Tylus engages in a 
riveting conversation during
Washtenaw Literacy

want to get in on this conversation action?
SIGN UP FOR ESL WITH WASHTENAW LITERACY

MONDAYS & FRIDAYS: 
12:45PM-2:45PM

wait, what does “esl” mean?
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: 
THE STUDY OF ENGLISH BY NONNATIVE 
SPEAKERS IN AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
ENVIRONMENT.
    -DICTIONARY.COM

MY SERVICE STORY
ESL at Washtenaw Literacy
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LET’S BE FRIENDS
Social events: awkward or super fun? You have to be there to find out!

jessica’s favorite:

DESTINATION: cancun - the water is so clear blue and gorgeous 

BEACH ACTIVITY: throwing a frisbee or football around with friends 

ICE CREAM: bubblegum ice cream, but it has to have the bubble gum pieces 

a little lonely? watch for these 
exciting summer social opportunities:

JUNE SOCIAL: Cedar Point Social: Saturday 
June 18th, an all day event, check out the 
calendar to sign up!
JULY SOCIAL: Chicago Social: We will be 
heading to Chicago for a two day event of 
fun!! It will be sometime after July 10th, and a 
doodle will be out shortly for people interested 
to fill out so that we can choose a date. We 
will be driving in the morning of the first day, 
staying the night, and then driving back in the 
afternoon of the next day. We will only be 
able to have 12 people attend.
AUGUST SOCIAL: Beach Potluck Social (to be 
determined, a Saturday). We will be going to 
the beach at Kensington Metropark, 40 min 
away. The charge will only be about 5 dollars!

by Jessica McCrury

When first joining Circle K, I like many other members, was 
mainly concerned with the Service and Leadership Tenets of 
the club. It took me a while before I realized that the Friendship 
Tenet was just as essential to creating a successful club as the 
service and leadership tenets were. The Friendship tenet is 
shown through our socials and fun little activities that help to 
bring our club members together on a more personal level.

As a Membership Development Committee member, the 
committee responsible for planning the social activities, I came 
to realize how much the fun events affect the way that we do 
service. When a member goes to a social they begin to meet 
more people in the club personally. Through these events 
people can start to really bond and create friendships that can 
extend beyond Circle K. When you make friends it becomes 
more fun to do service with these people because it is less 
awkward and you have plenty to talk about. Also, by having 
friends in the club they may recommend a certain project that 
you have not done before. Since you have gotten to know 
these people you are more willing to step out of your comfort zone and try new projects or take on 
new responsibilities, which are reflected in the way you serve. These individual connections create a 
more connected organization and form a community between the members. 

The Membership Development committee works hard to create fun events that will appeal to all the 
members of the club. Some of these events include the large scale socials each month, specifically 
the annual formal in December and ski trip in January. Other events that any member can attend are 
the weekly socials after the meetings, or going to the meetings and taking part in the monthly 
birthday competitions. Starting this upcoming year the committee will also be trying to bring these 
events to different times other than directly after the meeting. Any member can attend these events, 
and each event is a small way to connect more personally to the other club members. These 
connections help create a more unified club committed to service, as well as creating priceless 
life-long friendships.

NEW SOCIAL EMAIL LIST: what's unique about this list is that any circle k member will be able to use this email to invite others to 
grab a meal, go see a movie, or just hang out. if you'd like to email all of your circle k friends to join you for a social, just email 
supersweetsocials@umich.edu. if you have any questions or want to receive social emails, please email jessica at jmccrury@umich.edu.
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gina’s favorite:

DESTINATION: cahuita, costa rica
BEACH ACTIVITY: making sand castles! 
ICE CREAM: superman

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Summer Chalking and Preparations for Fall

jealous of how awesome these look? interested in 
making some beautiful chalk creations of your own? 
check out the calendar to watch for pr events!

by Gina DiCiuccio

This summer we're mostly doing chalkings 
around campus. They are super fun, easy, 
and a great way to grab a tan while also 
advertising our fabulous club! Chalkings 
are also an awesome way to get some 
"free" PRing. While desiging, people often 
come up to you and ask about your 
drawing and about the club, offering you 
the perfect opportunity to talk about your experience in Circle K. Since the weather 
has been up and down (heat waves and rain storms that would make even Noah 
blanch) chalkings are a bit difficult to plan but there will definitely be more 
throughout the summer! 

In addition to chalkings, I would really like to try some new types of PRing such as 
buttons, water bottles, and tapings on the Angell Posting wall. The buttons would be 
fun because they are already circles and pretty easy to make, not to mention that 
everyone loves to decorate their backpacks with cool buttons! Waterbottles, lanyards 
and other kinds of giveaways are always good ways to get Circle K’s name out 
around campus. And the taping is similar to fliering but instead of using paper fliers, 
you would use painter's tape to make a design on the wall. They finished product 
looks really cool and it’s different than what the other clubs are doing.

My favorite PR project is PRing for service day! Service Day is a big event for Circle K 
and it requires much advertisement around campus. I like making really big murals 

that catch your attention so, the week before Service Day, a 
friend and I made a huge chalking between the Chem Building 
and C.C. Little. I think we went through about a box and a half of 
chalk to make it. It looked really cool when it was done!

by Jessica McCrury

When first joining Circle K, I like many other members, was 
mainly concerned with the Service and Leadership Tenets of 
the club. It took me a while before I realized that the Friendship 
Tenet was just as essential to creating a successful club as the 
service and leadership tenets were. The Friendship tenet is 
shown through our socials and fun little activities that help to 
bring our club members together on a more personal level.

As a Membership Development Committee member, the 
committee responsible for planning the social activities, I came 
to realize how much the fun events affect the way that we do 
service. When a member goes to a social they begin to meet 
more people in the club personally. Through these events 
people can start to really bond and create friendships that can 
extend beyond Circle K. When you make friends it becomes 
more fun to do service with these people because it is less 
awkward and you have plenty to talk about. Also, by having 
friends in the club they may recommend a certain project that 
you have not done before. Since you have gotten to know 
these people you are more willing to step out of your comfort zone and try new projects or take on 
new responsibilities, which are reflected in the way you serve. These individual connections create a 
more connected organization and form a community between the members. 

The Membership Development committee works hard to create fun events that will appeal to all the 
members of the club. Some of these events include the large scale socials each month, specifically 
the annual formal in December and ski trip in January. Other events that any member can attend are 
the weekly socials after the meetings, or going to the meetings and taking part in the monthly 
birthday competitions. Starting this upcoming year the committee will also be trying to bring these 
events to different times other than directly after the meeting. Any member can attend these events, 
and each event is a small way to connect more personally to the other club members. These 
connections help create a more unified club committed to service, as well as creating priceless 
life-long friendships.
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cindy’s favorite:

DESTINATION: tunnel park on lake michigan on my hometown, holland, mi :)
BEACH ACTIVITY: floating aimlessly in the water (i can't really swim) 
ICE CREAM: chocolate chip cookie dough

MICHIGAN DISTRICT
What’s Up in the Hand? District Secretary Cindy Chau Gives Us 

the Scoop on District Board

A Kiwanis-family Member
www.circlek.org

3636 WOODVIEW TRACE INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268       USA 1-317-875-8755 - US AND CANADA: 1-800-KIWANIS

by Cindy Chau

There is no doubt our Circle K 
club at UM is pretty crazy 
awesome. I love every 
moment of service, 
opportunities of leadership, 
and friendships made 

throughouthe past few years. This year, I decided to take a new direction with my involvement 
with Circle K International. On April 1st, the beginning of the CKI year, I officially took over as 
the Michigan District secretary.

So yeah, it may be a sweet title, but you may be wondering what the district does. Many of 
you know that there are Circle K clubs all over the world. The clubs are divided into different 
sub-regions and districts. If you are curious, we are in the Michigan District within Sub-region C.

The district board oversees the various clubs within the district. We may choose to focus on 
some things more than others, but we work on chartering new clubs, strengthening existing 
clubs, planning district events, staying in contact with individuals at the International level, 
establishing relationships with other branches, such as Key Club and Kiwanis, and so much 
more!

I have quickly found out that my job as a secretary requires a lot of organization, and I love it! 
Aside from taking minutes during our executive board meetings every other week, I am 
continuously collecting information from club secretaries. Every 5th of the month, I have an 
influx of emails from club MRFs (monthly report forms). I always take the time to skim through 
minutes from club meetings because, as silly as it sounds, it’s interesting! Not to be extremely 
cheesy, but every club is unique! The way every club serves their community is inspiring, and 
by being on the district board, I hope to foster a sense of community where clubs are able to 
easily share ideas with one another.

You may see me lurking around if you have questions about the district board. We also have 
an AWESOME committee system, and if you find any of this interesting, consider applying to 
be a member! Now though I’ll be around, I hope to see many of you at our events—Fall 
Leadership Training Conference (FLTC), Snowpia, Lovepit, District Convention (DCON), and 
district-wide service projects!


