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The Eliminate Project is a joint effort between UNICEF and 
Kiwanis International to eradicate maternal and neonatal 
tetanus (MNT), an easily preventable disease. MNT currently 
affects 39 countries worldwide that lack the medical 
assistance and resources needed to treat it. It has already 
been extinguished in 20 countries, as well as 15 states in 
India and 18 provinces in Indonesia. MNT results from poor 
hygiene and the application of unsterilized instruments in 
the cutting of umbilical cords. As the bacteria multiples 
inside an infected individual, a lethal toxin is produced and 
attaches itself to nearby nerves. The toxin is then carried 
throughout the body. Treatment is vital or fatalities will 
inevitably result. Kiwanis became involved in this campaign 
to save the lives of children in June 2010. The project is 
expected to finish in 2015. With such expansive and 
influential organizations involved, such a goal is attainable. 
Among all of the organizations globally, UNICEF is 
distinguished for distributing the greatest number of 
vaccines to developing countries. Kiwanis has succeeded in 
many initiatives with the dedication and coalition of 
volunteers seeking to make a difference in the world. In 
1994, for example, Kiwanis raised $100 million and Iodine 
Deficiency Disorder was eliminated. For the Eliminate 
project, $110 million is required to immunize 129 million 
mothers whose children will inherit their immunity and to 

eliminate MNT, but any value of money is 
truly helpful. To immunize a mother and 
her future children costs only $1.80, 
which is comprised of 60cent 
immunizations taken in three doses. The 
University of Michigan’s Circle K can 

contribute to the current 
Kiwanis project by attending 
the Illuminate to Eliminate 
Formal, donating money to LT 
pieing, and purchasing an 
Eliminate band. By supporting 
The Eliminate Project we can 
protect the connection.

THE ELIMINATE PROJECT

by

Cindy 

Yu
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ILLUMINATE TO ELIMINATE FORMAL
Friday, December 2, 8:00pm11:00pm

by Matt Johnson
 For most of the people in Circle K, the winter formal that the Membership 
Development Committee puts on is just another social, but there are a lot of 
aspects most people don’t think about, and to me it meant a lot more than just a 
dance.  At this time of the year last year I was an outsider.  I wasn’t an official 
member of Circle K, I had barely been to many service projects, and Service Day 

had just happened, which made me want to get more involved and get to know the people of 
Circle K.  So I went to a meeting and noticed that Formal was coming up.  It spoke words to me, and 
told me that this is one way I can get more involved and get people to start recognizing me.  Long 
story short, when I went there only a few people knew but after that experience I went on to join the 
Childrens Committee, put in an amazing amount of service hours(for me at least), and performed in 
part of the famous group of Circle K Boys(CKB) at District Convention.  Formal kickstarted my life as a 
Circle K member and because of it I have helped change lives and met so many amazing people.  
So if you come for nothing else, come to meet some of the most wonderful people you will ever 
meet.
           But honestly, it is a social, and everybody has tons of fun at it.  The Illuminate to Eliminate Formal 
will be a great time to see all of your fellow Circle K members strut their stuff on the dance floor, meet 
new people, and see your money go to a good cause.  We want illuminate everybody’s mind as to 
what is going on around the world in terms of Maternal/Neonatal Tetanus and how it is killing people 
when we can change that actively through Formal.  What will be exciting about the formal is that a 
couple from the University of Ballroom Dance Team will be coming to teach us all how to dance, and 
so even if you have two left feet, come and maybe you will leave being able to waltz, chacha, or 
maybe even foxtrot your way down the dance floor.  Tickets will be going on sale soon and I can’t 
wait to see old and new faces alike.
 Another big part of it is the charity aspect.  All the money raised as part of ticket sales for Formal 
are going to go to the Eliminate Project.  For those of you who don’t know, the Eliminate Project is a 
group collaboration between UNICEF and Kiwanis to eradicate 
Maternal/Neonatal Tetanus from the entire Earth.  While this seems like an 
impossible task, the Kiwanis family has done the impossible before by taking out 
iodine deficiency disorders, and with enough funds raised they can do their best 
to take out such a ravaging illness. To give you an idea of what MNT really does, 
it kills a baby every 9 minutes, and makes the baby suffer from convulsions and 
sensitivity to heat and light. Sadly, the main demographic it affects are the poor 
and those without health care.  But with enough funds raised, people can make 
a difference in this world, a real and noticeable difference.  
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UPCOMING INTERCLUBS 
& KFAM RELATIONS

 Eastern Michigan 
University Circle K Meeting: 
Monday, November 21 8:00pm10:00pm

 Adrian College March of 
Dimes Formal: 
Friday, November 11, 6:00pm12:00am

 Wayne State University 
Circle K Meeting: 
Monday, December 5, 3:30pm7:00pm

 Saline Kiwanis Meeting: 
Monday, November 21, 5:15pm7:00pm

 Ann Arbor Downtown 
Kiwanis Meetings: 
Mondays, 11:40am1:20pm

 Aktion Club Meeting: 
Thursday, November 17, 10:00am11:45am

 KKids Meetings: 
Fridays, 12:15pm1:30pm

 Builders Club Meeting: 
Tuesday, November 15, 12:00pm4:00pm

“My favorite KFam event 
was Fall Rally, It was 

awesome meeting Circle 
Kers from other clubs 
around the state and 

making new friends. These 
events are important 

because clubs can share 
ideas and network about 

upcoming ideas.”

Michael Manning

“It's great to see what other 
clubs are doing for service 
and if we like their projects, 
we can incorporate their 
ideas with ours to make 

better projects.
Interclubs are a great way 
to see people of all ages 
come together and help 

the community.”

Pauline Chen
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UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS

Scrap Box
TUESDAYS

2:40pm5:20pm

The Scrap Box is a place for creative 
recycling. They collect materials that 
would otherwise be thrown away or 
dumped and sells them at really low 
costs for people to use for arts and 

crafts. Come help sort through some of 
the materials that have been collected 
and help get things onto their shelves! 
Questions? Comments? Email Jennifer 

at jyhung@umich.edu

Turkey Food Drive 
Packing with SOS 

Community Services 
Wednesday November 16 

11:15am2:30pm
Today we will be helping SOS Community 

Services prepare for their Thanksgiving Food 
Drive. SOS provides a safe place for homeless 

families to regroup and find their footing. We will 
assist their staff with packing Turkey Food Boxes.

Turkey Food Drive 
Distribution with SOS 
Community Service
, Thursday November  17 

2:30pm6:30pm
Today we will be helping SOS Community 

Services distribute Turkeys for their Thanksgiving 
Food Drive. SOS provides a safe place for 

homeless families to regroup and find their 
footing.

Questions? Comments? Email Marcus 
at mbodner@umich.edu

MAC Therapeutic Riding
SATRUDAYS

8:00am12:30pm

The Michigan Abilities Center offers horse riding 
lessons to kids and adults who are recovering 

from injury or who suffer from chronic physical or 
emotional disabilities, since horse riding has 

shown to strengthen essential muscle groups as 
well as provide a unique bond between horse 

and rider. During this project, we will assist in the 
lessons (leading the horse, spotting the riders) 
and help the staff with work that needs to be 
done around the lesson times. Everything is 

outdoors, so dress in warm clothes that you're 
willing to get a little dirty with sneakers or 

workboots. Questions? Comments? Email 
Aparna at aparnap@umich.edu.

Tutoring With Ozone House
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS

1:45pm3:45pm

Love to work with kids? Then come 
tutor in all subjects with students at 

Ozone House! Ozone House is a 
nonprofit agency that provides 

support to runaway, homeless, and 
highrisk youth. Come make a 

difference in a child's life! (Be sure to 
note that we will be meeting at EAST 

QUAD). Questions? Comments? Email 
Erika at emchow@umich.edu.

Sequoia Place 
Computer Help

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
6:00pm8:00pm

Enjoy playing with computers 
and electronics? Come out and 

help the residents at Sequoia 
Place with tasks such as emails 

and websites! You can also hear 
all the great stories the elderly 
residents have to share while 

helping them with their 
technology questions, so sign up! 

Questions? Comments? Email 
Natalia at migasnat@umich.edu.
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MEANINGFUL SERVICE
by Shana’e Clark

One of Circle K’s brand new committees 
this year is making it our goal to shift our 
service focus from quantity to quality.  The 
Leadership, Education, and Development 

(LEAD) Committee was developed to focus on 
strengthening our Leadership tenant of Circle K while 
creating more meaningful service.  This means improving 
the level of assistance we are able to provide to the 
groups we volunteer with across the area by placing 
ourselves a little more in their shoes, and being 
empathetic to their lives.  We also want to help each 
member get the most they can out of their volunteer 
experiences.  By simply taking the time after an event to 
reflect about something that stood out to you, surprised 
you, or touched your heart that day, we hope you will be 
able to realize the positive impact that your service has 
made.  Things like helping a child with their homework 
during Tutoring at the Ann Arbor Library may not seem 
like a big event, but you are genuinely filling the role of a 
positive role model in their life, even if it is just for an hour!  
Your experience does not have to end when the project 
does; Keep sharing your reflections! Going into projects 
with an open mind and an accepting attitude set up the 
foundations for a great relationship between both the 
volunteers and the community members.
          LEAD will be collaborating with other organizations 
on campus to provide workshops on a variety of social 
justice issues each month.  On service day we will be 
working with the Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS) organization to learn tips on dealing with stressors 
of college, and working with outside groups. Be sure to 
listen for upcoming information about the Leadership 

Convention (LeadCon) in February! 
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A Kiwanisfamily Member
www.circlek.org

3636 WOODVIEW TRACE INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268       USA 13178758755  US AND CANADA: 1800KIWANIS

CIRCLE K SERVICE DAY THANKYOUS
Circle K Service Day can only be put on because of all of our 
sponsors and the help of a lot of special people. Thanks 
everyone, you’re the best and we couldn’t do it without you!

Every year the University of Michigan Circle K 
hosts the Circle K Service Day.  In order to run 
such a successful 24 hours of service, we have 
to do our best to keep our members and 
volunteers happy, and hungry volunteers are 
not happy volunteers. That is why this year, 
and every year we hold service day, we work 
our hardest to receive as many food 
donations as possible.  These food donations 
come from local businesses such as Panera 
Bread, Chipotle, Buffalo Wild Wings, 
Washtenaw Dairy, and Brugger’s Bagels, who 
are all providing us with donations this year.  
These sponsors differ from some of other 
sponsors in that they don’t donate towards 
helping any of our projects specifically or to 
our service, but they donate to us, the 
volunteers, so that we can spend as much 
time and energy working on our service 
projects and other things that help Circle K 
Service Day run smoothly. Without these 
donations, every volunteer would have to find 
their own food limiting the amount of time 
each volunteer could be at and dedicate to 
Circle K Service Day.  All of our food donations 
and our sponsors help our Circle K do as much 
service and volunteering as we can by 
eliminating one more distraction for us.

THANKS, FOOD SPONSORS!
            by Joe DeFever

We’d like to 
especially thank 

the Ginsberg Center 
for allowing us to use 
their facilities for this 

event! Thanks 
Ginsberg, you’re 

pretty cool!


