
THE CIRCULAR
Circle K a t the University of Michigan

January 2012

service comes full circle
1

The mission of the University of Michigan Circle K is to develop leaders with a lifelong commitment to service.The mission of the University of Michigan Circle K is to develop leaders with a lifelong commitment to service.

IN THIS ISSUE
2 Historian Committee 

3 District Convention

4 Environment Projects

5 Alternative Spring Break 

6 Upcoming Events



2

Scissors and stickers and glue sticks…oh my!  
Armed with only these supplies (plus, of course, 
the pictures that you all upload to Snapfish) the 
Historian committee meets weekly to assemble 
their creative juices in order to create the best 
Circle K club scrapbook in the Michigan District! 
(as voted by the District Convention for 2 years 
and counting).
This year’s Historians may be small in numbers, but 
we are mighty in creativity.  Our scrapbook 
theme this year is Music, so for each event we 
scrapbook for we also come up with a clever title 
including song lyrics, titles or whatever about 
music we can find to relate to the project.  This is 
my favorite part of the Historian committee—not 
just gluing together cute pages for people to 
browse through—but also tying the whole theme 
of the scrapbook into each page we create.
Our meetings are weekly for two hours (which 
flies by once we get to scrapping), held in the 
Tap Room of the Michigan Union (yes, we are 
those crazy people you see while you are at your 
other committee meeting a few tables away).  If 
there’s one thing we love more than scrapbook-
ing, it’s scrapbooking with friends!  We highly 
encourage anyone to drop by our committee 
meeting (promise, we don’t bite!), pick up a glue 
stick and help us out!   We have about a month 
less of scrapbooking this year because District 
Convention is in February instead of March, so 
we can definitely use all of the help we can get.
So remember, don’t let your project pictures 
grow up to be .jpegs!  Upload them instead to 
Snapfish or Picasa for us to print out.  With a little 
colored paper, glitter and a touch of Historian 
magic, we hope to return from District Conven-
tion this year as scrapbook champions once 
again, and we can’t do it without you!

HISTORIAN COMMITTEE
by Caroline Kinstle
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DISTRICT CONVENTION
2012

Rethink (v.) – to reconsider something 
(such as a course of action or an idea), 
especially in order to make changes to 
it.

On February 17-19, Central Michigan 
University and the Michigan District of 
Circle K International are thrilled to 
introduce District Convention 2012: 
Rethink.  Putting a fresh spin on the 
classic convention formula, the week-
end will include all your favorites (yes, 
there will be a sweet dance party and 
personalized service opportunities) but 
also bring to your attention different 
approaches to service and life.  
Throughout the weekend’s activities, 
you will be posed the question: What is 
service?  Allowing time for thoughtful 
reflection, you may come up with a 
few new answers and maybe, just 
maybe, see the world in a different 
light.

This year, registration is a two-step, 
paperless process. First, fill out the 
online registration form. Afterward, you 
can pay online with PayPal or, if you 
would like, mail us a check. DCON is 
no longer a weekend with a short 
service project, election, and dance.  
It is a place to reconnect to the world 
and find passion within it.
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ENVIRONMENT PROJECTS:
Fun in the Winter, too!

By: Zachery Gizicki
 Right about this time, everyone is bundling up and preparing for the long and drawn 
out winter. While there may be snow on the ground and a temperature in the single digits 
(or lower), the harsh conditions shall not deter us from doing meaningful service and 
making lasting impacts on the community. Doing environment projects can be especially 
challenging in the winter. When people think about doing environment projects they think 
of being outside in the warm air when everything is green and the flowers are blooming, 
doing hands-on service. But that is not the only vision of the environment there is. When it 
snows, the environment does not hibernate – it does not go away. The environment is 
alive and thriving year round – whether through the heat of the summer or the cold of the 
winter. In the winter, one can think of the trees covered with snow – the little woodland 
critters scampering to and fro – the holly and mistletoe in full bloom – the landscape 
completely white with no distinction between manmade paths and pure nature. Every 
step you take in this winter wonderland makes you a pioneer in your own right. Here, the 
environment thrives and so do volunteers, eager to help. While gardening and tree 
plantings may not happen in the winter, the Nichols Arboretum and the Matthaei 
Botanical Gardens continue to offer volunteers the opportunity to remove invasive 
species such as buckthorn and honeysuckle (which is actually kind of pretty in the 
winter… for an invasive species). For those of you who do not want to spend time outside, 
there are a lot of projects that deal with the environment and sustainability that you can 
do in the comfort of the indoors. Recycling comes in many forms, and besides just putting 
recyclables in your recycling bin, keep an eye out for environment projects that recycle 
old materials and turns them into amazing arts and crafts like the Scrap Box or the ReUse 
Center. Also check out the Selma Cafe Sustainable Breakfast which offers a gathering 
place for friends and community to create a new, vital, and sustainable regional food 
economy.  This winter, I hope you remember the environment does not hibernate and 
neither does Circle K’s passion for volunteering.
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ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK: 
We’re Heading to Texas!

     Yes, you heard that correctly, Texas! This year the Circle K 
Alternative Spring Break group is heading to the World 
Hunger Relief organic farm in Elm Mott, Texas focusing the 
topic of the environment. For any who don’t know, Circle K 
works with the Alternative Spring Break program through 
the Ginsberg Center and SERVE, to send 14 of our members 
on a trip for spring break to a new community to engage in 
service and learning. Embarking on our second year of 
Alternative Spring Break, we are extremely excited to have 
the unique opportunity to work at a site where we’ll explore 
many different concepts. 
     Throughout our week there, we’ll have a chance to 
learn about sustainable agriculture, environmental 
responsibility, and world hunger and poverty issues. The 
mission of World Hunger Relief is to educate on methods of 
conserving and sharing resources and train individuals in 
sustainable farming techniques in order to help alleviate 
world hunger. Chartered in 1976, World Hunger Relief works 
in the local communities in Texas to help with the hunger 
issues of low income individuals, the elderly, and the 
disabled. They have also been able to send trained 
individuals to Haiti, Guatemala, Kenya, India, and Mexico 
to help developing communities have the opportunity to 
become sustainable and grow their own organic crops. 
     As we prepare to leave, we will be having many 
fundraising events to help raise funds for the trip. As a group 
we raise these funds to help cover housing and driving costs 
as well as support the site at which we work. In January, be 
sure to look out for us in Angel Hall selling “worms in dirt” 
cups (yum!), more bucketing dates, and a restaurant night.
If you have any more questions about our trip, or are inter-
ested in this topic and would like to talk to us more about it, 
we’d love to chat with you! Thanks you for your support and 
we look forward to another exciting opportunity for our 
Circle K club! 

by Megan Brown 
and Nicole VerKuilen

Ashley Hartmann, Circle K member, 
holding a baby goat at the World 
Hunger Relief ASB site last year.
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SERVE-A-THON
by Megan Pratt

A Kiwanis-family Member
www.circlek.org

3636 WOODVIEW TRACE INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268       USA 1-317-875-8755 - US AND CANADA: 1-800-KIWANIS

Serve-a-Thon 2012: Service is a Wish Your Heart Makes!
 Serve-a-Thon is an event our club puts on for Key Clubs and other Circle Ks within the state 
and this year the theme is Disney! And let’s be honest here; who doesn’t love Disney?! On Saturday, 
January 21st from 9am until 3:30pm we will doing service and just having fun with other Circle K 
members and Key Clubbers from around the state. The event will begin with a can drive to gather 
food for the Key Club governor’s Project H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People Eat) as well as Circle K’s 
international service partner STUFH (Students Team Up to Fight Hunger). Following this, we be doing 
three sessions of service projects including Knit Wits to make gloves to donate and Little Dresses for 
Africa to sew dresses for young girls to wear. We will also be doing Do Random Acts of Kindness 
(DoRAK) and making small gifts to donate to people around campus. Finally, we will have a card-
making station to create gifts to brighten the days of children, members of our military, and residents 
of local assisted living homes. Lunch will also be provided. Near the end of the event, we will be 
holding a social in which we will be playing Disney-related games, including Disney Scene It and 
charades. Then of course we will be ending with a reflection activity facilitated by the LEAD commit-
tee to talk about the day and our experiences. At 3:30pm after the event has ended, we will then 
take those Key Club members who are interested on a tour of our campus as they are high school 
students and many of them already have or may be applying to college in the near future. Serve-
a-Thon will be a great day of service and getting to know amazing people in the Kiwanis Family so 
be sure to sign up on the calendar and join us!


