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2 BIG TEN FOOD DRIVE
COMPETITION

Schools participating:
Indiana University

Ohio State University
Michigan State University

Penn State University
Purdue University

University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign
University of Michigan

University of Wisconsin- Madison

Beyoncé 
loves food 
drives, you 

should, 
too!

 Last fall, I was contacted by Amanda 
Henschel from the CKI Club of the 
University of Wisconsin- Madison. She 
came to me with a novel idea of having 
our schools compete with one another in 
a friendly “food fight” in order to see 
which school could raise the highest 
amount of food for our international ser-
vice partner, Students Team Up to Fight 
Hunger. After brainstorming together, we 
created the idea of doing a Big Ten Food 
Battle, with the goal of having 100% 
participation from the Big Ten schools that 
have Circle K clubs.
 We were able to get in touch with 
the other schools, and have a total of 
eight schools participating through the 
week long food drive, starting on Friday, 
February 17th and running through Friday, February 24th. Our club will be holding 
food drives throughout the entire week. All of the perishable and non-perishable 
food items we collect will then be donating to Food Gatherers, a local nonprofit 
in Ann Arbor. Food Gatherers distributes food across many different agencies and 
organizations, and helps to alleviate and eliminate hunger issues throughout 
Washtenaw County. Most of the food drives our club has held in the past have 
benefitted Food Gatherers, and this is just another avenue for our organizations to 
work together.
 Most U of M club members are familiar with the club and district levels of 

Circle K, but few know how Circle K is run on other 
university and college campuses. One of the 
goals we had in putting on this service event is to 
gain better knowledge of the clubs competing, 
foster communication and collaboration among 
them, and hopefully result in more frequent future 
partnerships for service or social events.

by Vivian Yu  



3 FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Projects in Review

On February 12, we held our second large-scale fundraiser of the year, 
Charit-a-Bowl!  Over 40 people participated in this fun and successful 
bowling event for charity.  Nearly $200 was raised to benefit our Circle K 
Dance Marathon, Alternative Spring Break, and Relay for Life teams. It was 
a very joyful occasion with team bonding, competition, activities, and 
rainbow spirit!

The funds committee also had our first restaurant benefit night of the year 
at Mia Za's on January 30th, which successfully raised over $170 for our 
Circle K team's ASB trip to Elm Mott, Texas! Additionally, we have hosted 
many bake sales in the past month--including a dirt cup sale, where 
donators were given a taste of their childhood with this delicious snack!

We are also planning a Candy Grams Sale to start in the coming weeks, 
with the candies to be delivered during the March 15th Circle K general 

meeting. They are $1 
each and can be 
delivered to anyone in 
Circle K. So start ordering 
now!

by Sonya Choi

“Charit-a-Bowl was 
such a great time, 

and we raised 
money for some 

great causes, so it 
felt good.”

-Brandon Leeper



CLUB COOKBOOK4 DETROIT PARTNERSHIP 
(DP) DAY
by Chelsea Landry

Hi everyone!
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is 
Chelsea Landry and I am the Education Director for the 
Detroit Partnership. The beginning of spring is always a 
hectic time for the DP, as we are preparing for our 
annual Detroit Partnership Day.  This year, DP Day is on 
March 31st. Although we run over 25 weekly volunteer 
programs in the city, DP Day is our signature event, 
bringing over 1,000 students to the City of Detroit to 
learn and to serve. As you can imagine, DP Day is a 
massive effort, the culmination of months of tireless work 
and planning, and we’re 
all really excited to be 
finalizing the big day! It is 
groups like Circle K that the 
DP relies on for their support 
and enthusiasm as we join 
the revitalization efforts 
happening all across 
Detroit. CK members join us 
in Detroit every year, 
whether this is their first time 
in the city or just one visit of 
many, and bring their genu-
ine love of service with 
them. This DP Day promises 
to be better than any other, and I encourage everyone 
to take advantage of the opportunity to get to know 
this great city! The DP’s ties to the City of Detroit are 
never more apparent than on DP Day, as we team up 
with a network of community partners who encourage 
our work all year round. We need your help to 
reciprocate this support!   

Get interested. Get passionate. Get to Detroit.

“DP Day was my first 
Circle K service project, 
and it was what got me 

hooked on Circle K. I 
met so many people 

and felt like I was a part 
of something bigger 

than myself. I was one 
of hundreds of Michigan 

students that 
participated, and I felt 

like together we all 
made a big difference.”

-Allie Harte



5 OUR FRIENDSHIP STORY
Emily Geren and Stephanie Strahler

Once upon a time there were two new Circle K members.  Their names were Emily 
Geren and Stephanie Strahler.  They both signed up for the Wine and Chocolate 
Tasting event for their first project of the year.  Like usual, the members all meet at West 
Quad to drive over to the event together, but fate had them get there first.  Emily’s first 
words were “are you here for Circle K?” and Stephanie replied “yes”. Surprisingly, they 
got off to a rough start.  Since Stephanie is from Chicago, Emily misinterpreted her 
hasty behavior as though she did not want to be friends with her.  However the event 
brought them closer together and they were friends in an instant.  Ever since this one 
time of meeting, they became inseparable even on campus and keep in close 
contact every day.  
We share everything with each other and feel as though we can come to one 
another for anything, and the other person will always be there. It is funny how that 
worked out, seeing as though we just met at the beginning of the school year. In 
addition, numerous members of Circle K thought we were friends before coming to 
school. We continue to sign up for Circle K events together, such as bucketing, and 
even District events like Love Pit, which brought us even closer together.  We both feel 
as though we will be long life friends and will continue to be involved in Circle K 
together. Our friendship shows how and where you can make friends and how you 
can relate to people despite your different backgrounds and personalities. We were 
able to relate to each other through our love of service and are now best friends. This 
is why members should do a variety of Circle K events. You meet a lot of amazing new 
people. Just ask us, you won’t regret it. 
-Emily & Steph

Friendship is one of 
Circle K’s three tenets, 
along with Service and 
Leadership. Emily and 

Stephanie have 
shared their story here 
as an example of the 
connections that can 

be made within 
Circle K. 



6 LEADERSHAPE
 The Michigan LeaderShape® Institute is an ethics-based leadership development 
experience for University of Michigan students. Designed to be an interactive, energizing 
and unique experience that supports and enhances students' perceptions and practice of 
leadership, it is six days of non-stop self discovery and learning from practical experiences 
that build participants’ leadership concepts and abilities. It is go, go, go from breakfast 
through bedtime... and you'll love it!
 The University of Michigan will be one of over 80 campuses that will host the 
LeaderShape® Institute in 2012.  100 Wolverine students are selected each year to attend 
LeaderShape® (about fifty for each of two sessions) - students who are already involved on 
campus and those who are just getting started, students from diverse ethnic, religious and 
cultural backgrounds. Since 1986, more than 40,000 participants from more than 200 
different colleges, universities, companies and other organizations across America and the 
world have graduated from LeaderShape®.
 LeaderShape® can help you make things happen.  Larry Page, co-founder of Google, 
attended LeaderShape® while a student here at the University of Michigan.  In 2009 he 
returned to campus to deliver our commencement address and credited LeaderShape® in 

helping teach him to "make dreams real." 
Countless other LeaderShape® alumni have 
gone on to make impacts big and small in our 
local and global communities.  LeaderShape® 
can help you make your own dreams real.
  During the program, students are 
encouraged to make choices, take risks, and 
develop a vision for change corresponding to 
their passion. Participants spend the week at 
the De Sales Center in Brooklyn, Michigan 
exploring the multiple aspects of leadership 
and getting to know a diverse and dynamic 
group of fellow students and facilitators. Each 
student is a unique contributor and leaves 
feeling energized and more confident to 
assume leadership in any context. 
LeaderShape® offers a unique opportunity for 

personal growth, self-awareness, and a deeper understanding of the student's role as a 
responsible citizen on this campus, and in the community and society as a whole.
  The Week in Preview:  LeaderShape® utilizes highly interactive program methods 
rather than classroom lectures. Everyone is a teacher and everyone is a learner. A great 
deal of work is done in small groups, called family clusters. The Family Cluster provides a 
supportive, safe environment, which promotes learning and the development of new skills 
and attitudes.

Dates and Location
Session I:  April 30 - May 5, 2012

Session II:  August 20 - August 25, 2012
The sessions will be held at DeSales Conference Center in Brooklyn, Michigan. Participants 
and facilitators are expected to stay throughout the six days; food and lodging are pro-
vided. Transportation is also provided to and from the conference center at the start and 
end of the program.

WANT TO APPLY TO LEADERSHAPE? applications can be found at studentaffairs.umich.edu/leadershape

“LeaderShape had to be the one of the greatest 
experiences I had while at the University. It helped to 

define who I was and what goals I was working toward. 
As well as building lasting friendships that I know will be 

here for as long as I am. I highly recommend 
LeaderShape to every UM Student as an experience 

they won’t want to miss. Even if you have a plan for the 
future, attend LeaderShape and it all could change.”

-Wisam Berry, Secretary Elect



7 KIWANIS CAREER CONNECTIONS
NETWORKING EVENT

“Due to my involvement in 
Circle K which enabled me to 
talk to Kiwanians, I was able to 
get into contact with a state 
legislator's chief of staff and 
land a summer internship!  
Networking with Kiwanians 
can truly take you places.”

-Katy Tylus, 
Circle K Vice President

pictured with Bill Hallock, 
Kiwanian

by Michael Manning

Are you looking to build business connections? Do 
you want to talk to someone in your field? 
Curious about what different jobs are like? Do you 
want to learn more about the “Real World”? 
Network with Kiwanians! Come out to the Kiwanis 
Career Contacts Networking Event being hosted by 
the Kiwanis Family Relations Committee on Sunday 
March 11th from 2pm to 4pm in 4448 East Hall. 

Not only do Kiwanians share our passion for service, 
but they have also had careers and life experiences 
that we can learn from. This event will give Circle Kers 
the opportunity to tap into this valuable resource. This 

event is informal and will allow Circle K members 
to talk to Kiwanians about education, careers, 
goals or life in general. The event will feature an 
icebreaker followed by small discussion groups. 
You can go on the website and the Kiwanis 
Career Contacts Directory to learn more about 
the Kiwanians that will be attending. 

This event will be a great way to have fun, 
network and build valuable connections for 
your future with Kiwanis members, many of 
whom have accomplished amazing things and 
can be very valuable resources to us as Circle K 
members. So, take a break from your studies to 
spend a day with the Kiwanians that we all 
know and love! March 11, 2pm to 4pm

4448 East Hall



A Kiwanis-family Member
www.circlek.org

3636 WOODVIEW TRACE INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268       USA 1-317-875-8755 - US AND CANADA: 1-800-KIWANIS

8 CLUB COOKBOOK
This semester, we're putting together a Club 
Cookbook filled with your favorite recipes! You 
can submit an old family favorite, something 
you've made up yourself, or whatever you 
would like to contribute. This is totally optional 
and meant to be fun, so there's no pressure to 
contribute if you don't want to. There's no limit 
on how many recipes you would like to share, 
either! Here's what we need:

     -Your Name, Role in Circle K, and a picture  
      of you
     -Food Title and type (dessert, entrée, 
      appetizer, etc.)
     -Ingredients List
     -Directions for making it and approximate    
      preparation time
     -Picture of the food if you have one (it's a 
      great excuse to make some delicious food, 
      too!)
     -Bonus: if there's a special memory or story 
      about this recipe you'd like to share, go 
      right ahead and add that.

I'm asking that everyone turns in their recipes 
by emailing them to ajharte@umich.edu by 
Monday, March 5. 


